
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OF LODI 

W10919 County Road V 

Lodi, WI 53555 

Phone: (608) 592-4868 

Fax: (608) 592-2024 

Email: townoflodi@townoflodi.com 

 

 

TOWN BOARD 

James Brooks, Chairman 

Chad Wolter, Supervisor 1 

Marc Hamilton, Supervisor 2 

Tom Marx, Supervisor 3 

Karla Faust, Supervisor 4 

 
 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 

Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 6:00 PM  
Lodi Town Hall, W10919 County Road V, Lodi, WI 53555  

 

Pursuant to WSS 19.84 the Town of Lodi Town Board will hold a Town Board Meeting as noticed above.  
  
It is possible members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governing bodies of the Town may be in 
attendance at the above-stated meeting to gather information; no action will be taken by any governmental body at 
the above-stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to in this notice.  
 

MINUTES 
Board Members in attendance: James Brooks, Marc Hamilton, Karla Faust. 
Board Members absent: Chad Wolter 
Staff: Kristi McMorris (Clerk), Jina Decot (Treasurer), Brian Ecklor (Public Works Director), Attorney Morgan 
 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

a. Roll Call 
b. Declaration of Quorum being present 
c. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
2. CITIZEN INPUT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS** 

 
Chytracek gave an overview of former request for cat nuisance. Requesting to understand why no 
action was taken. Gave a further overview of stench of cat urine and feces.  
 
Steve Neander: Asked about ATV/UTV Ordinance and Driveway Ordinance.  
 
Ingrid Fleming: Addressed ATV/UTV and golf carts. Stated that she would like to see them as 
separate ordinances. Gave an overview of insurance process for insuring ATV/UTV’S. 
 
Jerry Breunig: Interested in Jim Seaton’s former seat on the Okee Sanitary District Board. He brought 
a resume. 
 
Nancy Vatch(sp?): Gave an overview of condition of Rodney Drive where she lives. Requesting to 
revive this project.  
James Brooks stated that this is in our Public Works Directors hands and will be addressed during 
budget season.  
Ecklor stated that the board discussed this at a previous meeting and decided to not take action to 
move forward on it at this time.  
Ecklor stated that he would get a meeting with the residents in the near future. 
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Heyfall sp?- Encouraged the town to move forward with the ATV/UTV route.  
 
Karen Koehn: Appreciated the signage on Fair St. during the Fair. 
 
Tess Carr: Addressed Ingrid’s concern of golf cart usage. Also wanted to make sure that the email 
from the County sheriff got passed along.  
 
Gene Fleming: Questioned James about the ethics of the board members.  
Brought forth a concern of a board member that has taken a position and openly advocated on an 
issue before action has been taken. Stated that “that person” should resign.  

 
3. CONSENT AGENDA-CONSIDER APPROVAL OF: Items within the consent agenda can be considered 

individually if the Town Board chooses to do so:  
a. MINUTES, FINANCIALS, & REPORTS  
b. Meeting Minutes:  

i. Town Board, June 14, 2022 
c. Revenues vs. Expenditures:  
d. Payment of Bills 
e. Request for Road Closure by Harmony Grove Association Beer and Brat Fest 

i. Cross St.  
f. PC Agenda Items 

i. Discussion and possible action on Zetzman CSM 
1. W11543 Demynck Road 
2. Combining two existing lots into one 

PC Motion: Pfister/Robbins move to approve the CSM as submitted with correcting the 
dotted line issue and Bill Betzig obtaining a letter from the county explaining the 
rational of the 57 ft setback.  
PC Vote: 7-0 

ii. Discussion and possible action on Clemens CUP for tourist rooming house. 
1. W11642 County Rd. V 

PC Motion: Gallagher/Pfister move to recommend approval of CUP to Town Board 
including the 17 items with #14 to include the word “substantially” before “free”. 
Discussion: Pfister questioned the plan for parking. He further questioned the 
archeological site. This is the first Clemens has heard of it. Gallagher questioned why 
they weren’t required to not have boat trailers. 
Vote: 7-0 

Marx gave an overview of the new financial reports from the Treasurer. 
Motion: Hamilton/Faust to approve the consent agenda minus the meeting minutes and Revenues 
Expenditures 
Discussion:  
Vote: 4-0 
 
b. Meeting Minutes: Hamilton presented changes of grammatical errors. 
Motion Hamilton/BrooksMotion to approve minutes with changes presented. 
Vote: 4-0 
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c. Revenues and Expenditurers: 
Changes:  
 
Hamilton questioned about the designation of funds in the individual park accounts.  
 
Nancy Mitchell gave an overview of the history of the parks commission and the saving for specific projects 
in individual designated funds (Arbor Valley Park, Wildenberg Park, Webster Bluff Park). 
 
Hamilton asked if Nancy felt like this was the best approach.  
 
James Brooks stopped the conversation given that it was out of scope of the agenda item.  
 
Motion: Hamilton/Faust to approve the Revenues and Expenditures. 
Vote: 4-0 
 

4. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING PLAN COMMISSION MEMBER REMOVAL 
a. James Brooks 

 
Hamilton presented a prepared statement. Hamilton read letter written by Chairman Brooks to the county 
and the County’s response.  
 
Motion: Hamilton/Brooks calls for the immediate removal of James Brooks from the Plan Commission due 
to malfeasance of public office. 
Discussion: 
Marx questioned James’s purpose of sending the letter on the date he sent it.  
 
Brooks gave an overview of the drafted letter and the intent to do so. He stated that we received legal 
advice from the Town Attorney at one of the Plan Commissions where the Hellenbrand’s were on the 
agenda. Brooks reference the 2030 plan. James read the letter he wrote to the County.  
Brooks read the response from the Columbia County Planning and Zoning.  
Brooks then read his oath of office. Brooks gave an overview of recent requests for the town board to 
enforce ordinances. He further read from his prepared statement.  
 
Brooks stated that he understands that people feel like he does not have the right to speak on behalf of the 
board/town but stated that he does have the right.  
 
Brooks gave further overview of why he chose to send the letter to the county on the date in which he sent 
it. He stated that he was requesting them to hold off on their hearing so that the town could have time to 
address it.  
 
Marx: Re-asked the question of what the purpose of sending the letter on June 25th as opposed to waiting 
until after the Plan Commission date of June 28th. 
 
Brooks stated that there wasn’t enough time to have public hearings and to ask for time for the town. 
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Marx stated that Kris Krause had already been in communication with the county and wonders why he 
chose the timing the that he did. He stated that this is not about the issue of the rezone but rather that this 
is the second time James has sent a letter without the board knowing and referenced the letter to the 
sanitary districts.  
 
Brooks stated that he isn’t sure if the board members realize that they can send off letters as well.  
 
Hamilton stated that we have committee and commissions for a reason. He referenced that the 2030 plan 
states that it is advisory. He went on to read the further definition of what the 2030 plan states. He stated 
that he believes Brooks was unethical and went above and beyond the duty of the position of the Town 
Chairman. He further stated that he feels it was a slap in the face to Kris Krause (PC Chair) and the Plan 
Commission members.  
 
Brooks stated that he put it on hold so that we can get citizen input.  
 
Marx wanted to clarify that he doesn’t necessarily agree with the ethics, but his concern is based on 
judgement with acting before the Plan Commission met. He stated that he doesn’t want people that are 
important to the town such as the sanitary districts and plan commission chair to become offended by the 
town.  
 
Marx also stated that he is concerned that he was speaking to the people in the audience. He thinks that the 
board should concentrate on making good policy decisions.  
 
Faust stated that she appreciates the opinions of everyone that is sitting on this board. She would lean into 
more of what Marx is referring to and that we have a convoluted communication path. She stated that she 
is not in the camp of removing people from boards. She stated that we need to figure things out and move 
forward. She is not looking to point fingers or place blame. 
 
Brian Henry asked Attorney Morgan if it was illegal for James Brooks to send the letter. He further asked if 
Attorney Morgan helped him write the letter to which Attorney Morgan answered no.  
 
Further community input stated that Attorney Morgan gave legal advice on the matter and asked for 
clarification if any laws were broken. Attorney Morgan stated that no laws were broken.  
 
Nancy Mitchell stated she appreciated the stand that Chairman Brooks took on behalf of the board. She 
further stated that it was appropriate for him to write the letter and it should have been written sooner and 
perhaps we wouldn’t be in the position we are in today.  
 
Roberta Arnold addressed the letter Hamilton wrote to her after the sanitary district.  
 
Hamilton called the vote. 
 
Brooks stated that there is a PC member that is not in favor of Brooks being removed from the Plan 
Commission.  
 
Vote: 1 Yes-Hamilton- 3 No’s-Marx, Brooks, Faust  
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5. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO MOVE AUGUST TOWN BOARD MEETING DATE DUE TO 
PARTISAN PRIMARY ELECTION.  

Motion: Faust/Marx to move the August town board meeting August 16, 2022, to accommodate for the 
Partisan Primary Election 
Vote: 4-0 

 
6. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION OF MOWING OF TOWN LAND BY TOWN HALL  

 
a. Jim Hellenbrand offered to mow the fields with the noxious weeds. 

Ecklor gave an overview of the area that he suggests to not be mowed due to flowering of the prairie. 
  
Gene Fleming asked if there was a cost. He stated that he cannot do it for free. He further stated that it 
looks inappropriate since he has business before the board.  
 
Marx stated he is not sure where that opinion from Gene Fleming is coming from.  
 
Attorney Morgan stated that anyone can donated their time to the down just like charity.  
 
Hamilton stated that this is a different scenario from the time he sealed the Town Hall parking lot due to the 
business that is currently before the Plan Commission involving his property.  
 
Tony Gallagher stated that he would come and mow it to make it easy on the board.  
Motion: No action.  

 
7. DISCUSSION OF ARPA FUNDS  

Marx stated that he feels this should be a separate meeting.  
Hamilton Stated that his preference would be to put it into roads. He further stated that it would be nice to 
give our employees bonuses or stipends.  
Faust stated that she would agree to what Hamilton stated in.  
Brooks stated that we should consider the parking lot at the Town Hall. 
Faust stated that we should put this on Brian to get the board a report of where we can put the funds as far 
as roads.  
Marx stated he would also like to support something like Reach Out Lodi. 
Faust stated that we would like to get the parking lot done before the November 2022 election.  
Ecklor presented a list of his top 8 projects. Conversation ensued about cost of the first phase of an addition 
to the parking lot.  
Ecklor suggested that we put this to the community to see what they would like.  

 
8. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING CLEANING CONTRACT FOR TOWN HALL 

Faust gave an overview of the possibility of partnering with the school district and the transition class. She 
views that as a community partnership. 
 
Marx stated he agrees with what Faust stated as well, but we also need to move on it.  
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Faust stated that this is a partnership and could be paid less but also potentially receive credit. 
 
Marx/Hamilton: Motion to table until August Board Meeting 
Discussion: Hamilton is this something that we should put through to the Personnel Meeting? He suggested 
that the committee would decide who it would be a suggest it to the board.  
Vote: 4-0 
 
 

9. DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
a. Clerk Report 
b. Chairman Report 
c. Transfer Site 
d. Public Works 

i. Ecklor stated that his family has made some decisions over the last few months and will 
be leaving Lodi in October 2022. He stated that he will be giving a formal notice with 
enough time to replace his position.  

1. Faust stated that she is really bummed and he has been really valuable to the 
town and she is said to see him go.  

2. The other board members had the same sentiment.  
e. Plan Commission 
f. Park Commission 
g. LAFD Commission 
h. LAEMS Commission 
i. Personnel Committee 
j. HGLPRD Report 
k. Building Report 

 
10. UPCOMING MEETING DATES 

a. August 16, 2022 
 

11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEM(S) 
a. Cat Nuisance on Wells Road 
b. Parking Lot Addition 
c. Okee Sanitary District Open Seat 
d. Constable vs Policing, no action discussion only 

 
12. CLOSED SESSION  

Upon proper motion and vote, the Board will convene in closed session pursuant to Wisconsin Statute s. 19.85 
(1)(g) (Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice 
concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become 
involved) regarding a claim by former employee against Town. 
 

13. ADJOURN 
Motion: Marx/Faust 8:15pm 
 



 

Page 7 of 7 

 

The Town Board welcomes public input on any agenda or non-agenda topic but will not discuss or take action on any topic that is 
not on the agenda. The Town Board reserves the right to limit the duration of citizen statements and will not engage in debate with 
a citizen presenter. At the sole discretion of the Board Chair, a citizen may be recognized for a brief statement during discussion on 
an agenda topic. No action by the Town Board can be taken on any issue or question brought up with the following designated 
mark** on the agenda. If action is needed it will be placed on a future agenda for discussion and possible action or referred to an 
appropriate committee.   

 
Agenda prepared by:      Posted/Website: July 8, 2022 | 3:41pm |  
       Revised: 7/11/2022 | 12:41PM 
Kristi McMorris | Clerk 


